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authority emanating from above and exercised by chiefs invested
with sacred authority; the socialists, according to democratic
principles, admit only an authority delegated from below to
chosen mandatories. But the practical direction of political life
rests everywhere with the intermediary parties, parliamentarians
or liberal conservatives, business parties, occupied with practical
affairs rather than with doctrine. These intermediary parties,
deadening the shock between two opposite conceptions, main-
tain, in the midst of ardent polemics, a social peace and liberty
^which Europe has never known before.

A natural tendency to attribute great effects to great causes
leads us to explain political evolution, like geological evolution,
by deep and continuous forces, more far-reaching than individual
actions- The history of the nineteenth century accords ill with
this idea.

England, Norway, and Sweden alone have gone through a
regular political evolution, produced by continuous internal de-
velopment. The rest of Europe, from 1814 to 1870, suffered
sudden crises caused by sudden events: I. The revolution
of 1830, which destroyed the European alliance against revolu-
tion, implanted the parliamentary system in the West and pre-
pared the field for the rise of the Catholic and socialist parties;

2.  the revolution of 1848, which brought universal suffrage into
general practice, prepared the way for the national unity of cen-
tral Europe, and organized the socialist and Catholic parties;

3,  the war of 1870, which created the German Empire, made it
supreme in Europe, destroyed the temporal power of the Pope,
changed the character of warfare, and established the system
of armed peace.

The revolution of 1830 was the work of a group of obscure
republicans, aided by the blunders of Charles X. The revolu-
tion of 1848 was the work of certain democratic and socialist
agitators, ai3ed by Louis Philippe's sudden lack of nerve. The
war of 1870 was the personal work of Bismarck, prepared by
Napoleon TII.'s personal policy. For these three unforeseen
facts no general cause can be discerned in the intellectual,
economic, or political condition of the continent of Europe. It
was three accidents that determined the political evolution of
modern Europe.